ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
a position of greater strategical value than Gibraltar, the harbour
of Port Mahon and its island of Minorca. Soon these fell to
England. Had it been possible to retain them the effect upon
history would have been incalculable.
(4) In the next year, 1709, the battle of Malplaquet was
fought, with indecisive results and at a very great expense of
life on both sides; but the pressure upon Louis was still
sufficient to compel the retirement of the French lines into
France itself, and those lines, drawn up by Villars, were again
pierced by Marlborough Js genius in what was perhaps the
finest strategical success of all his career, in 1711.
There followed the capture and siege of Bouchain, after
which Marlborough himself thought it might have been possible
to advance into the heart of France. But at this point a halt
was called to the English effort, partly by the fall of Marlborough,
who lost his hold upon the court and succumbed to his enemies
at home, but more through the financial power of the City and
the Bank of England. The debt had grown alarming, no results
of direct commercial or financial value to England herself were
apparent; and therefore, mainly under the pressure of the
financiers and the Bank, but partly also through the intrigues
against Marlborough himself, England's effort in this war came
to an^end. It was a point in favour of Marlborough's claims
to be\he soul of success in the previous campaigns that when
he was no longer in the field the French won at last the decisive
victory of Denain, recovering the belt of country they had lost
on the Belgian frontier, and finding themselves in a position to
negotiate, exhausted though they were, an easier peace.
The Treaty of Utrecht In the year 1713 a series of
treaties put to an end the War of the Spanish Succession.
That which concerned England was the Treaty of Utrecht.
It marked the success of Louis XIV's great effort. The war
had been fought to prevent the passing of the Spanish crown
to a Bourbon prince, and that object had not been attained.
The Spanish Empire was not kept intact so far as Europe was
concerned; the various claimants obtained outlying fragments
of it in Europe—the most important change in view of the
future being die separation of Belgium from Madrid and the
installation there of Austrian power. The southern half of
the Netherlands, governed from Brussels, became in future not
the Spanish Netherlands, but the Austrian Netherlands.
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